Roland William Doepner, Jr., Ph.D.
September 19, 1937 - August 6, 2019

Roland William Doepner, Jr., Ph.D., son of Roland William Doepner and Ruth Wicker
Doepner, died on August 6, 2019. He was eighty-one.
Left to cherish his memories are Carolyn, Tripp Doepner and Gincy Haisten, Sarah
Doepner, Susanne and Ket Tintinger, Mary Travis Doepner, Dabney Doepner, Wyatt
Tintinger and Caroline Tintinger; and Rudy, his loving four- legged friend.
Dr. Doepner began his career as a public school teacher in Winston-Salem, NC. He was
an assistant professor at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He continued his
career in public school administration in Horry County, SC, Gaston County, NC and the
Winston-Salem/Forsyth County, NC school systems. After retiring in 1990, Dr. Doepner
relocated to Asheville, NC where he served as a professor at Mars Hill University until
2005.
He loved gardening and classical music. He particularly enjoyed hymns and other sacred
music.
He was a parishioner at the Episcopal Church of the Advent in Spartanburg, SC where he
sang in the choir and was a leader of The Gleaners’ Sunday School Class.
His memorial service will be at the Episcopal Church of the Advent on Saturday, August
17, 2019 at 11:00 AM.
Burial will be private.
Floyd’s North Church Street Chapel

Comments

“

Carolyn and Family,
I found this obituary in the News & Observer and wanted to send our love and
prayers in the death of your husband, Dr. "Bo" Doepner. We remember with fondness
his stint as the interim minister of music at Carrboro Baptist Church while in graduate
school at UNC in the early 1970's. May you find peace, comfort, and encouragement
from the Heavenly Father as you cope with this loss. Johnny and Rhea Ross

Johnny Ross - September 10 at 12:19 PM

“

Dear Carolyn, Tripp, Sarah and Susanne, We are all so sad to learn of Bo's passing.
A tidal wave of memory brings back the fun and unforgettable time as your neighbors
on Paddington Lane. I have read and relate so strongly to the many stories about his
greatness as an educator, friend and family man. Having myself been Bo's student in
middle school, I feel doubly fortunate to have experienced not only his superb gift for
teaching, but also the unique opportunoty to know all of your family "up close" later
on in life.
It doesn't seem possible that time has flown by and we have not been in touch in so
many years. Please know that all the Guills send their love, and would very much like
to know where you are and how you are. I am hoping that we can cross paths again,
remember dear Bo together and share a few tears and many laughs as we think
back on him and his great love and humor. I will never forget my Lucy saying to me
as a small child, "Mom, don't laugh at him. He really does think there are lions and
tigers and elephants in his back yard!"

ANN GUILL - September 06 at 09:03 AM

“

Dr. Doepner was my junior high Language Arts teacher and because of him I
became a high school English teacher. I will never forget many years ago when Dr.
Doepner was an Associate Superintendent in the WS/Forsyth County School system
visiting him at his office and his pointing his finger at me and saying, "Karen I told
you years ago that you need to be an English teacher." He was magical in the
classroom and I adored the stories he would share with his students. You always
knew that he cared about you and wanted you to give 100% in whatever you
attempted. He certainly made a difference in my life and I thank him for pushing me
into a career that I adored!!
-Karen Stevenson Cole

Karen Cole - August 22 at 02:26 PM

“

It is with real sadness that I read about the passing of Roland Doepner . This world
lost a life long teacher of children and leader of classroom teachers and school
administrators . Those of us who were fortunate enough to work with him knew him
as "Bo Doepner " . During my early years as a Principal, Bo was one of my Assistant
Superintendents and a mentor for me . He served as Assistant Superintendent to
Superintendent Dr. Zane Eargle in the WS/FC School System. He brought humor
and a keen sense of human understanding to his leadership of Principals . I must
share this one example to illustrate . Occasionally during those long Principals'
Meetings, he would deviate from the written agenda ( I think when he felt like we
needed something to stimulate our adrenaline or even his ) and say : "Ladies and
Gentlemen , I am going to toss this dead horse on the table for you to beat on for the
next 15 minutes . I'll be keeping time . Then we will move on " . The "dead horse "
would be an issue that was near and dear to us Principals that had caused much
emotional debate and even humor in the past that we had not been able to find a
solution to or maybe move him to support us in in his role as Assistant to the
Superintendent . He was a good listener but especially during these sessions as well
as a humorist in his feedback remarks. Later on we would find out our spirited talk
and arguments had struck gold and a policy was changed . He always encouraged
our candid feed back to him, never missing an opportunity to offer us praise and
sometimes even sharp professional criticism in just a few choice and well-said words.
He was ca master of the English Language . Yet, my respect for Dr. Doepner
originates first and foremost from or his being a Master Classroom Teacher . He
never lost his love for teaching "The Chill -ren " as this drawled out pronunciation
always described this important function . He taught a high school English and
Literature Class period every day while he served as Assistant Superintendent . He
knew and appreciated teaching and he got down in the "trenches " with us at the
school level to both satisfy his loves of learning and ( I think ) better understand our
challenges in teaching and leading teachers and students. Dr. Bo Dopener
demonstrated to me and so many of my fellow educators what it meant to be a
teacher , a leader , a spiritual human being , a father and a man . His influence lives
on in those he inspired and in those who worked with him and have shared his
actions with our younger peers and , of course " with his students , "those wonderful
chill-ren" in the classroom . Those "Chill-ren who he so deeply loved and respected .
Rest in peace Bo and thankful prayers that you passed our way . Prayers for Carolyn
, the children and the family . Ronnie A. Caviness , Retired Principal , Winston Salem
/Forsyth County Schools

Ronnie A Caviness - August 18 at 09:02 AM

“

Dr. Doepner was a wonderful person, teacher and friend. I and Dr. Leonard Pugh
and the others in our class had the great fortune to have had Dr. Doepner as our
teacher at Dalton Jr High for the 9th grade in Winston-Salem. He had the greatest
gift of encouragement for us all, helping us realize our individual gifts and potential.
We are all grateful for him being in our lives. He will be missed by so many. My
deepest condolences to the family. Wyllis James DDS

Wyllis James - August 15 at 03:02 PM

“

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the family of Roland William Doepner,
Jr., Ph.D..

August 15 at 02:05 PM

“

Dr. Roland Doepner was my Dean and a mentor at Mars Hill University. His genuine
care, respect and willingness to help a young faculty member was a wonderful
experience. His passing brings sadness, but his memories brings a smile to my face
(as there was one always on his face all the time) and warmth to my heart. Prayers
and peace to his family at this time.

Jeff Andersen - August 15 at 12:41 PM

“

Dr. Doepner epitomized nurturing, inspirational educational leadership. He will
forever be in my heart and mind as Miss Havisham, limping around our classroom
with one shoe off, quoting Dickens and inspiring us to do so, too. If I had not been
part of his English class of seniors (Mt. Tabor High School in Winston-Salem, N.C.), I
don't know that I would have stayed in education as long as I have. I try to make
each day fun but learning-filled, just as he did. Thank you, Dr. Doepner.

Laurel Eury Naughton - August 15 at 11:14 AM

“

I was a new teacher in Winston-Salem when the middle school concept was
introduced. I met Dr. Doepner when he visited my school. He was friendly and
encouraging. And when I told him my last name, he told me he had taught with my
mother-in-law. From that day forward he was encouraging and supportive of my
career. He was a kind person and quite funny. He was a Southern gentleman always.
My condolences go to all his family members and friends.
Nancy Sherrill

Nancy Sherrill - August 15 at 10:33 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with the family during this time.
Dr. Doepner was my teacher the first year he taught at Konnoak.
When I went to work for the WS\FC Schools he was my boss in the Instructional
Dept.

Nancy Miller - August 15 at 08:30 AM

“

I knew Dr. Doepner for a long time. He did his student teaching under me. I knew
right away that he would be an outstanding teacher. He became an outstanding
educator.
He was successful in the classroom as well as administration.
My condolences to his family. He was loved by many.
Robert Deaton
Winston-Salem

Robert Deaton - August 14 at 08:21 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Roland William Doepner, Jr.,
Ph.D..

August 14 at 04:27 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Robert Hansen - August 14 at 03:56 PM

“

From the children of Aunt LaRae & Uncle Wally purchased the Country Basket
Blooms for the family of Roland William Doepner, Jr., Ph.D..

From the children of Aunt LaRae & Uncle Wally - August 14 at 03:51 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Roland William Doepner, Jr.,
Ph.D..

August 14 at 01:39 PM

“

My memories of Bo go back to our childhood in our rural community in what is now
the North Hills area of Raleigh NC and early high school years at Millbrook School.
Bo, my late sister, Frances White Parker and I were quite the trio. We spent many
hours riding bikes together, exploring the woods in our area and participating
together in church activities at what used to be Six Forks Baptist Church. Under Bo's
leadership and gift as a pianist, the three of us sang as a trio at small local churches
on a few occasions. Frances and I often reminisced about our youthful adventures
with Bo. She credited him with teaching her to harmonize and used that gift
throughout her life.
Georgia White Nivison

Georgia White Nivisn - August 13 at 12:28 PM

“

I was in Mr. Doepner's first class at Konnoak Junior High. Our class picture is
hanging in my house right now. He is one of my most memorable teachers. He
thought I should be a lawyer because I was so argumentative. But I ended up being
a principal with 47 years in education!
Kaky Sowers Berry, Winston-Salem, NC

Kaky Berry - August 13 at 12:27 PM

“

He was my favorite teacher. He knew how to bring out the best in his students. He made
learning fun. He challenged us from the first day of class. I had him for 9th grade at Wiley
then Junior High . Elizabeth Bagby Robinette
Elizabeth Bagby Robinette - August 18 at 12:34 PM

“

I remember Dr. Doepner's 9th grade class at Dalton Jr. High, 56 years latter. He was
an outstanding educator who had a genuine interest in the well-being of his students.
I had the good fortune to cross paths with him several times since then, and I am
aware of his many career accomplishments. We had brunch together in Asheville,
about 8 years ago, and he was still the same entertaining conversationalist and
advice-giver. He was truly a unique individual.
Robert Stanley, Seattle WA

Robert Stanley - August 13 at 02:39 AM

“

It was such a pleasure for me to serve with Bo in the Winston Salem school system.
He was so very creative and so knowledgeable in the educational process to reach
the needs of children. Actually, he has been on my mind lately. I am sorry I didn’t
reach out to find him and to tell him how important he was to me in my career as a
teacher and principal.

Nancy Gibson - August 12 at 09:48 AM

“

I was very fortunate to have served with and for him. His presence will be missed. I'm
sorry for your loss.

Ann McKenzie. MSMS - August 12 at 09:24 AM

“

We were sad to read of Dr. Doepner's passing this morning. We still reside in the
home at 60 Woodbury Rd that we purchased from him and his dear wife Carolyn
almost 20 years ago. We are forever grateful for the loving and caring imprint they
left on this home and property. We have continued nurturing the trees and shrubs he
so lovingly planted and will continue stewarding them in his memory. Our thoughts
and prayers are with Carolyn and his family.
Marcia Tibbetts & Toby Brown

Marcia Tibbetts - August 12 at 08:46 AM

“

Dr. Doepner was the best teacher I ever had! I was in his class for 2 years at Dalton
Jr. High. He shared his love for teaching and his love for classical music. I remember
diagramming sentences as he was playing the piano. He taught respect and
encouragement to each of his students. He definitely impacted my life. Sending
prayers to his family. Laura Reade Smith

Laura Reade Smith - August 12 at 08:14 AM

“

I echo Laura Reade Smith in praise for Dr. Doepner as a teacher and mentor at Dalton Jr.
High in Winston-Salem NC. He was my 9th grade language arts/social studies teacher and
I credit him for any true comprehension I have of the English language. I reconnected with
him when I returned to W-S as a teacher in 1989. It is impossible to overestimate the
impact he had on my life.
Steve Shelton - August 12 at 08:28 AM

“

Dr. Doepner was my ninth grade teacher. I have never forgotten him.

Rebecca Harris - August 12 at 07:27 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Roland William
Doepner, Jr., Ph.D..

August 11 at 03:14 PM

“

We prayed for Roland in church this morning. I feel privileged to have known and
learned from him. The “Gleaners” Sunday School class that he taught was his gift to
us.

Francie Little - August 11 at 12:22 PM

“

My Condolences and prayers to the Doepner Family, and may Dr. Doepner rest in
heavenly peace.
Martha Talley, Caregiver.

Martha Talley - August 11 at 11:41 AM

