John Albert Patterson M.D.
February 6, 1936 - August 7, 2019

John Albert Patterson, 83, caring doctor, beloved husband, and world-class father and
grandfather was called home to be with the Lord on Wednesday August 7, 2019. John,
known as “Doc” to his friends and family, worked as a radiologist in Spartanburg for more
than 35 years. During this time, he practiced at the X-Ray Clinic and both Spartanburg
Regional and Mary Black Hospitals treating thousands of patients and working with
hundreds of doctors, nurses, and staff. He considered all of them friends. In fact, Doc
never met a stranger during his lifetime. Although Doc worked long hours, he always took
time to talk with everyone he came in contact with at the hospital, the grocery store, the
dry cleaners, the bank, and everywhere else. He took great pleasure in sharing stories
about baseball, history, politics, and his favorite subject – his family. According to Doc,
after a life well lived, his only regret was that his small hands kept him from playing in the
big leagues.
Doc was born in “The Land of Pleasant Living” (Shelby, North Carolina) on February 6,
1936 to Cicero and Lallage Patterson, and he was raised alongside his older brother
Robert “Bob” Patterson. Doc was a proud graduate of Shelby High School and Davidson
College where he was a baseball standout and made lifelong friends that lasted for more
than 60 years. Doc attended medical school, receiving his M.D. from the Bowman Gray
School of Medicine in Winston Salem. After graduating medical school, Doc went to work
at Charlotte Memorial Hospital where he met and married Sandra Kay Payton in 1966.
Sandy was the love of Doc’s life for more than 50 years, and Doc never tired of saying that
marrying Sandy was the best decision he ever made. Doc and Sandy settled in
Spartanburg and were blessed with three sons- Chris, Jeff, and Matt.
Without a doubt, spending time with Sandy and the boys was Doc’s greatest joy. He
enjoyed coaching his sons and traveling with his family to Braves baseball games, college
football games, and an annual trip to Myrtle Beach. The last decades of Doc’s life were
spent loving and teaching his grandchildren: Will, Drew, Clay, Caroline, Lilly, Sam, Jake,
and Ella Kate. Doc will be missed by all those whose lives he touched during his lifetime.
In addition to his grandkids, Doc is survived by his sons Chris, Jeff, and Matt and their

wives Beth, Jessica, and Diana.
Visitation for family and friends will be held from 2:30 until 3:45 p.m. on Sunday, August
11, 2019 at Morningside Baptist Church Welcome Center, 897 S. Pine Street,
Spartanburg, South Carolina. The funeral service will begin immediately thereafter at 4:00
PM. Burial will be private.
In lieu of flowers, memorials in Doc’s name can be made to the Leukemia Lymphoma
Society of Greenville, PO Box 8328, Greenville, South Carolina, 29604 in honor of his
grandson Clay.
Floyd’s Greenlawn Chapel
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Comments

“

Dr. Patterson ALWAYS treated me with kindness and care. He had this smile he gave
with his eyes, a twinkle, that showed his sincerity. His three fine sons have this same
smile and sincerity.
I will forever treasure the many, many driveway basketball games with him and his
sons all those years growing up as his next door neighbor. Whether he had that
sweet-smelling pipe tight on his lips while making an outside shot, or he was starting
on one of those marathon jogs up Lake Forest Drive, he always asked how I was
doing and how my folks were doing. I know Doc would give you the shirt off of his
back as he did that, literally, once for me. I sure will miss both Sandy and John, but I
can see their love continues in enormous waves through Chris, Jeff, and Matthew,
and all of the beautiful and sweet grandchildren of Sandy and John.

Robert Wootton - August 11 at 08:35 PM

“

To Chris, Jeff and Matt,
I am so sorry not to be with you to remember your dad. He was one of the finest man
that I’ve ever had the pleasure of knowing. His love of people both at work and
outside was amazing. My thoughts are with you during this time.
Penny Galbraith

Penny - August 11 at 09:23 AM

“

Two people could never love and respect one another more. Doc and Sandy shared
that love with such fierce generosity with their own family and with countless
numbers of us, making this world a whole lot better. Doc now has the best seat in the
house for every single ball park and he’s got his bride right there next to him!

Sandy Schrecengost - August 10 at 08:32 AM

“

Lon & I have only positive thoughts & memories of Dr. Patterson. When encountering him
in the social hall on Sunday mornings @ Morningside Baptist Church, we were always met
with a smile or a pat on the back & a question about our beloved Dodgers. Lon & Doc

would then proceed to talk baseball until the social time was over. We are both proud to
have called Doc our friend.
Our deepest sympathy & prayers to the Patterson family. ,
Reada Joyce - August 13 at 09:48 PM

“

Chris, Jeff and Matt.
My wife, Ryan and I are praying for your family. Your mom and dad were great
friends to my parents, and no one loved your family more than my brother Phillip.
May God bless you with His presence and peace.
Tim Williams

Tim Williams - August 10 at 08:28 AM

“

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of John Albert
Patterson M.D..

August 10 at 08:25 AM

“

John and Sandy Patterson are truly enjoying themselves now untied in Heaven
worshiping and praising our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ together. Doc was a
picture of Christ here on earth with the love and gentle carrying manner he shared
with so many here in Spartanburg. John was so "real" in our relationship that I felt
like I had known him all my life. His legacy will be carried on well by his sons, Chris,
Jeff, Matthew and their families. They were trained well!
Look forward to seeing you again!
John Daurity

John Daurity - August 10 at 07:43 AM

“

John and Sandy were our neighbors and friends for many years. Our children grew
up being next door neighbors. We all loved our children and grandchildren. John was
a wonderful husband, father, Doctor, neighbor and friend. We miss hearing their
voices as one or the other left to do an errand saying”Bye honey” or “Bye John.”

They were so devoted to each other. Our love and sympathy to Chris, Jeff, Matthew,
their spouses and all of the precious grandchildren! Dan and Nancy
Dr and Mrs RD Wootton - August 09 at 06:24 PM

“

Doc. I can barely type the words to describe what our friendship has meant to me
over the last few years. I never thought I could have a best friend that had a 40 year
age gap but there we were! I will miss most hearing you say, "Hey Lease!" Sitting in
my office and sharing memories together...my office feels empty this week. Thank
you for being a special part of my life. Go enjoy your time with sweet Sandy now.
Matthew 25:21 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and
share your master's happiness!"
I love you.
-"Lease"

Lesa Phillips - August 09 at 12:08 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Lesa Phillips - August 09 at 12:08 PM

