Lt. Col. Arthur T. Ballard, Jr., USAF
(Ret.)
February 1, 1932 - May 23, 2019

Retired Air Force Lt. Col. A. T. Ballard, Jr., 87, of Spartanburg, SC, died Thursday, May 23,
2019. Lt. Col. Ballard was the second son of nine children born to Arthur T. Ballard, Sr.
and Carrie DeStaffno Ballard and is survived by four siblings: Wayne Ballard (Gail) of
Spartanburg, Evelyn Ballard of Spartanburg, James Ballard (Sally) of Colbert, GA, and
Carolyn Ballard Davis of Spartanburg; also surviving is daughter-in-law, Elizabeth “Libby”
Johnson of Moorpark, CA. He was predeceased by his wife, Ruth Searcy Ballard; and his
son, Dr. Kevin D. Ballard.
Lt. Col. Ballard was a graduate of Spartanburg High School, Spartanburg Junior College
and attended Clemson University before he joined the United States Air Force in January
1955 as an Aviation Cadet. He served as pilot in various Jet Tactical Squadrons in the
United States, Tripoli, Okinawa, and Thailand where he flew missions over North Vietnam
during the war with that country. While on a combat mission on September 26, 1966, his
jet was hit by an enemy missile or antiaircraft flack. Lt. Col. Ballard ejected safely from his
aircraft, but was captured by the North Vietnamese and was taken to the Hanoi POW
prison. He remained a POW until released at the end of the war, March 1973.
Due to war injuries, Lt. Col. Ballard was unable to return to duty as an aircraft pilot. He
was assigned to Maxwell Air Force Base in Alabama, where he attended and graduated
from the Air Force War College in 1975. He then served on the War College Faculty until
he entered Troy State University in 1976, from which he received his Bachelor of Science
and Master of Science Degrees.
Among the military honors awarded Lt. Col. Ballard were the following: The Silver Star;
The Legion of Merit; two Bronze Stars; the Distinguished Flying Cross; and two Purple
Hearts. He was also the honored recipient of the SC Order of the Palmetto from Governor
McMaster as well as a unanimous commendation from the U. S. Congress.
Lt. Col. Ballard retired from the USAF and accepted a position as R.O.T.C. Senior
Instructor with Gaffney Senior High School, Gaffney, SC. He retired from this second

career in 1997.
Because he strongly believed in youth education, Lt. Col. Ballard established a
scholarship with Spartanburg Methodist College in the name of his wife, Ruth Searcy
Ballard and at Wofford College, in the name of his son, Dr. Kevin D. Ballard.
Visitation will be 1:00-2:45 PM Tuesday, May 28, 2019 at First Baptist Church of
Spartanburg, 250 E. Main St., Spartanburg, SC 29306, with funeral services following at
3:00 PM, conducted by The Rev. Dr. Donald J. Wilton and The Rev. Sam Davis.
Entombment, with military honors, will be in Greenlawn Memorial Gardens Mausoleum
Complex, 1300 Fernwood-Glendale Rd., Spartanburg, SC 29307.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to The Ruth Searcy Ballard Scholarship Fund,
Attn: Spartanburg Methodist College Development Office, 1000 Powell Mill Road,
Spartanburg, SC 2930; or The Dr. Kevin Dale Ballard 1980 Endowed Scholarship Fund,
Attn: Wofford College Office of Advancement, 429 North Church Street, Spartanburg, SC
29303.
Floyd’s North Church Street Chapel
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01:00PM - 02:45PM

First Baptist Church of Spartanburg
250 E Main St, Spartanburg, SC, US, 29306
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Funeral Service

03:00PM

First Baptist Church of Spartanburg
250 E Main St, Spartanburg, SC, US, 29306
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28

Entombment with full military honors
Greenlawn Memorial Gardens Mausoleum Complex
1300 Fernwood-Glendale Rd, Spartanburg, SC, US, 29307

Comments

“

I was a cell mate of Ted's for many moons, and I don't mind telling you, if you're ever
in a prisoner-of-war camp, get cell mates like Ted Ballard! He was always a step
ahead with his thinking. He loved memory games, mnemonics, and litte tricks to help
remember things. If you ever tried to pull a fast one on him, he'd just smile and say,
"Nice try". He loved learning, and he loved flying. He was the greatest guy; I'm so
sad he's gone, and I will miss getting emails from the good Ted Ballard. God rest this
nice man's soul.

Larry Friese - June 30, 2019 at 02:32 PM

“

I only spent a few months with Ted in the Hanoi Hilton but we promptly became
friends. His calm deliberate, easy going manner was distinctive and made him
enjoyable to be around. He taught me and others how to do self-hypnosis.
Fortunately, I did not need it for pain relief as he and others did but it was a new and
satisfying experience. He never was able to attend our TET lunches here in Atlanta
area but always sent greetings. His scholarships will provide a lasting memory for
Ruth and Kevin--and him.. Godspeed to all the family. D. W. Waddell, Colonel USAF,
Retired, Marietta, GA

Wayne Waddell - June 30, 2019 at 02:01 PM

“

My condolences to the entire Ballard family.
I was blessed to have met Ted, for just two short weeks, during the last months of his
life. The impact he had on me will remain with me forever. His strength, kindness,
humility and faith humbled me. Meeting Ted could only be described as a life
changing experience. I could only hope to elevate myself so that I could walk just a
short way in his footsteps.
Ted, I know your “Trip West” has brought you together with your wife and son and
that you have found the peace you so desired.
God Bless you,
Jim Fitzpatrick

Jim Fitzpatrick - June 02, 2019 at 02:00 PM

“

I know I am not family but I have in my own way carried Lt. Col Arthur T Ballard with
me since I was a little girl. I was truly blessed to have been connected to him for half
a century and I am forever indebted not only to him but to his family who welcomed
me with open arms and open hearts into their world. I loved him with a unique kind of
love that is hard to explain. Now I will miss him more than I can explain.My
condolences flow freely to his siblings and family. There is no way to tell you how
grateful I am for him, so I pray you know anyway. I wish I could have been there for
the celebration and send off but I will figure out how to say goodbye. Peace be with
you all. GBY

Mandy Ganz - May 30, 2019 at 11:15 PM

“

Col. Ballard was such an amazing person. He was my teacher for ROTC at Gaffney
High and was very influential in my life. I enjoyed my time with him and we even kept
in touch over the years. I know he is celebrating in heaven with his son and wife now.

Tate Nicolini - May 28, 2019 at 10:28 AM

“

I met Mr.Ballard just a few months ago. He always had a smile and a joke, even
when he was in pain.You now have your wings again,fly high Mr.Ballard.Thank you
for your service . You will always be remembered .Prayers to the family.

Linda Lawter - May 28, 2019 at 08:09 AM

“

He was my inspiration in my education... I always liked his taste in cars .. he taught
me so much. My condolences.. God Blessings.Jack D PittmanJr Class of 1981

Jack D Pittman Jr - May 27, 2019 at 06:56 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Lt. Col. Arthur T.
Ballard, Jr., USAF (Ret.).

May 26, 2019 at 05:35 PM

“

Zaviah Wray lit a candle in memory of Lt. Col. Arthur T. Ballard, Jr., USAF (Ret.)

Zaviah Wray - May 26, 2019 at 11:23 AM

“

Col. Ballard was a man of integrity, honor, and discipline. He taught me so many
things and instilled values in me that I still use today. Col. Ballard was my favorite
teacher and the best instructor at Gaffney Sr.High School.... one thing he always told
me Strive to be the best at everything you do... Rest in Peace Col. Ballard you will be
missed..

Zaviah Wray - May 26, 2019 at 11:22 AM

“

I first met Lt. Col. Ballard when I became principal at Gaffney High School in 1992. I
had just completed a four-year tour as a Signals Intel Officer in the U S Air Force and
returned to public education. Obviously, I had great respect for Lt. Col. Ballard. My
oldest son is now a Lt. Col. in the Air Force. Hardly a day goes by that I don't think of
Lt. Col. Ballard. Among my treasures is an autographed copy of his book. I will miss
writing to him and calling him on his birthday each year, which I've done since I met
him in 1992.
To his siblings I would share these words from Abraham Lincoln: "I pray our
Heavenly Father may assuage the anguish of your bereavement and leave you only
the cherished memories of the loved lost."
Lt. Col. Ballard - I am grateful for your service.
Thomas White

Thomas White - May 26, 2019 at 08:24 AM

“

Ted was a VERY DEAR FRIEND of mine.
I cherish the many times we sat at his kitchen table and shared our War Stories over a cup
of coffee. He was thrilled to Take photos of the Beautiful Redbirds that frequented his bird
feeder just outside of the kitchen window.
He was a very Humble, Kind, Gentle Gentleman who just happened to love flying.
We were both Pilot's in The VIETNAM War. We flew different aircraft, but were comrades
with shared experiences.

I will miss him Greatly.
"NICKEL ON THE GRASS MY FRIEND ". HE HAS FLOWN WEST !!!
John E. Vernon - May 26, 2019 at 03:38 PM

“

Lt Col. Ballard was a true gentleman and a great American hero to say the least. I was in
his class for 3 years. I graduated in 93 and his time was drawing near to retirement. He and
Msg Bill Sea we're tow peas in a pod. They worked together so we'll. I'm honored to have
been hos student and he encouraged me to pursue my military career. I did just that. I
retired in 2017 withy 20 and give him many thanks. He did way more than me but I did my
part and because of him I'm a better man today. Rip Sir.
Michael Pittman - May 28, 2019 at 09:17 PM

“

I ate lunch beside Col Ballard for quite a few years at Gaffney HS; I enjoyed our
conversations immensely! I had great respect for him. I asked him once what was the
hardest thing to deal with those POW years; he answered, “not knowing if his wife
and son even knew he was still alive”!! Broke my heart! BTW I always got his helping
of rice the days the cafeteria served it.
America will miss men like that!!
Jerry Fender, Band Director

JerryFender - May 25, 2019 at 09:26 PM

“

It was an honor to have been one of his students. He was a great man, American,
and hero.

Joy Sparks - May 25, 2019 at 08:38 PM

“

I was one of Col Ballard's AFJROTC students & exchanged email after graduation.
He was a really good, godly, no-nonsense man who cared about his cadets. I have
bad hips as he did & he would often ask about them. It was a privilege & honor to be
in his class & to consider him a friend. He will be greatly missed.

Kim Bradley - May 25, 2019 at 04:01 PM

“

Margaret And Jimmy Godfrey lit a candle in memory of Lt. Col. Arthur T. Ballard, Jr.,
USAF (Ret.)

Margaret and Jimmy Godfrey - May 25, 2019 at 01:41 PM

“

G o and get the most precious wings you have ever had. We will miss you. Margaret Ann
and Jimmy
Margaret and Jimmy Godfrey - May 25, 2019 at 01:56 PM

“

Family...Col. Ballard was one of my very favorite teacher friends. He was the kindest
gentleman who always showed sincere care and concern for everyone...teachers
and especially the students. My Son was blessed to be a part of Col. Ballard's ROTC
instruction at Gaffney High. The Col. took him under his wing and helped guide him
into being the fine young Christian man he is today. I so love and appreciate this
man's influence on my life and that of my Son. My thoughts and prayers are with you
as you grieve, but Praise God we'll get to fellowship with him again one day. God
bless all of you.

Helen (Parker) Phillips - May 25, 2019 at 01:34 PM

“

Col. Ballard was my JROTC instructor in high school. He had a large impact on many
people’s lives including mine. I have always had a very high respect for this man. He
was a shining example of what a USAF officer should be. Throughout my life and
during my military career his teachings and words of wisdom have always stayed
with me. Rest easy Colonel.

The Air Force Hymn
Lord, guard and guide the men who fly
Through the great spaces of the sky;
Be with them traversing the air
In darkening storms or sunshine fair
Thou who dost keep with tender might
The balanced birds in all their flight
Thou of the tempered winds be near

That, having thee, they know no fear
Control their minds with instinct fit
What time, adventuring, they quit
The firm security of land;
Grant steadfast eye and skilful hand
Aloft in solitudes of space,
Uphold them with Thy saving grace.
O God, protect the men who fly
Thru lonely ways beneath the sky.
Alan Smith - May 25, 2019 at 12:06 PM

“

He was a wonderful man. He was easily my favorite teacher in high school even
though I chose not to go into the Air Force in the end. His strength of character will
never be forgotten. All my love and sympathies to those he leaves behind.

Christine Dewar - May 25, 2019 at 11:57 AM

“

También quiero agradecer a sus 4 hermanos porque al igual que él, me han
demostrado cariño,él y sus hermanos son personas honorables y excelentes Dios
los bendiga siempre muchas gracias por todo

Diana Heredia - May 25, 2019 at 11:39 AM

“

Fue un gran honor trabajar con una persona excelente de alma caritativa a pesar de
ser un coronel jamás me hizo sentir menos al contrario me trataba con mucho cariño
y por eso llegué a quererlo como si fuera mi abuelo,en tan poco tiempo q lo conocí
me dio el amor q no tube con mi propio abuelo,nunca supe su historia ya q el idioma
impidió q mantenga una conversación larga con él, me hubiera encantado saber de
su boca su gran historia, me duele mucho su partida , pero se q donde quiera q este
va a velar por nosotros mi hijo Valentin a quien quería mucho ,a Miguel y a mi, mil
gracias por haberme dado la oportunidad de trabajar con usted y haber servido a tan
honorable caballero, me hubiera gustado hacer más por usted sólo Dios sabe todo
el amor q le tenía Dios lo bendiga y lo tenga en su gloria ,paz en su tumba Coronel

Ted Ballard,se q algún día nos volveremos a ver muchas gracias por todo su amor
atentamente Diana -Miguel y Valentín lo queremos mucho
Diana Heredia - May 25, 2019 at 11:01 AM

“

Espero que se entienda lo que he dicho lo único que quiero que sepa el mundo que era un
excelente ser humano capaz de dar amor sin menospreciar a nadie ya que yo sólo
limpiaba su casa pero nunca me hizo sentir menos que él, al contrario me trató como si
fuera de su familia con eso demostró su humildad....lo único que sé es que mi corazón
está roto por su partida algo que jamás me a pasado en todos los años que estoy lejos de
mi patria Dios lo bendiga lo quiero mucho
Diana - May 25, 2019 at 11:10 AM

“

I was neighbors with the Ballards in the 1990's on Lake Forest Drive. To call him a
true gentleman is an understatement. He was what all little boys should strive to
emulate when they grow up. My sincerest condolences to his family.

Cindy Seidel Randall - May 25, 2019 at 10:20 AM

“

I wouldn't say that Col. Ballard was a personal friend of mine because that's not the
type of relationship we had with him as ml our ROTC instructor. He made a massive
impact in my life as well as my friends' lives who were in ROTC, our core group of
three went on to serve in the USAF, the other two either retired or are about to retire
from the military, and I went on to civil service after my initial enlistment.
Col. Ballard did take a personal interest in some issues I was having though and
would lecture me, sort of halfway between how a dad and a grandfather would, and
when nobody else could get through to me, he somehow managed to. I've always
measured every officer I met against him, he was my gold standard for how an officer
should behave both in and out of uniform and we're much better for having known
him.

Jeff Williams - May 25, 2019 at 09:00 AM

“

I returned to Vietnam last April to face the ghosts and demons from my 3 tours. At
the former DMZ, there is a monument of an American downed pilot with a local VN
holding a gun on him. I Aeneas the photo to COL Ballard and told him I honored him
at the site. As typical of the COL, he replied “thank you Brian, and today I honor you”.
What a great friend

Brian Honeycutt - May 25, 2019 at 08:34 AM

“

Col. Ballard was our ROTC instructor for 3 years. He was the most amazing man. He
pushed me to be everything I could. He knew what I needed to get me through. He
was a role model to me and many others. Prayers going out to the family. He will be
missed.

Tara Hill - May 25, 2019 at 07:59 AM

“

Lt. Col. Ballard was my Air Force ROTC at Gaffney High School. He had a
tremendous effect on my life. He was a role model to me and many more. He is one
of the reasons I joined and served in the U.S. Marine Corps.
He was a true American hero and someone I really admired and looked up to.
Prayers for his family at this painful time.

Ron Ramsey - May 25, 2019 at 07:28 AM

“

Cool Ballard was a true Giant among Giants. The difference is he was a humble
giant who wanted no fame or recognition. He served hos country with honor and
pride to say the least. He tought Honor, integrity, loyalty. He didn't just teach these
very principles but he lived them. Among all things he was a Christian I admired.
Rest in Please sir. Michael Pittman
Class 1993 GHS

Michael Pittman - May 25, 2019 at 06:42 AM

“

Praying for the family, you were an amazing man. The world has lost a great person
but I know you have your wings again. Thank you for the wisdom and strength you
showed each and every student you had.

Jason Messer - May 25, 2019 at 06:18 AM

“

I had the privilege to interview Colonel Ballard for the Indian Post, Gaffney HS
student newspaper. He was one of the most genuine & kind hearted men I've ever
met. You knew there was great Strength of character in his soul as well. May he rest
easy

Beth Ferguson - May 25, 2019 at 06:10 AM

“

The world has lost a fine man.If not for Col.Ballard and Sgt Seay I don't think I would
have graduated high school.He cared so much for all the students and was always
there for us regardless.I know all of us that were in AFJROTC Class of 1984 are
hurting right now.He was a real Christian and has gone to his reward.

Wade Craven Class of 84 - May 25, 2019 at 04:58 AM

“

“

Well said Wade
Robert Carroll - May 25, 2019 at 06:50 AM

Col. Ballard was an amazing person, amazing teacher, and a wonderful man of God.
I was honored to be in his AFJROTC class at Gaffney High. I will be praying for the
family.

Krishna Harvey - May 25, 2019 at 12:12 AM

“

Donnie Allen lit a candle in memory of Lt. Col. Arthur T. Ballard, Jr., USAF (Ret.)

Donnie Allen - May 24, 2019 at 11:58 PM

“

With Distinction was purchased for the family of Lt. Col. Arthur T. Ballard, Jr., USAF
(Ret.).

May 24, 2019 at 03:47 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Sharon Darwin - May 24, 2019 at 01:26 PM

“

Thank you Col for the many lessons you taught me at Gaffney in 94 rest easy my friend
your mission over
Roy - May 24, 2019 at 10:03 PM

“

I was fortunate to live with Ted several times during our stay in Vietnam. Ted I was one of
the finest men I have ever known. Maybe Rest In Peace. My condolences to his wife and
family
Laurie Lengyel - June 30, 2019 at 08:12 PM

“

I was a Navy Hospital Corpsman serving in a Destroyer off of Haiphong Harbor in '72/'73,
and remember praying that our POW'S could hear our little 5" 38's popping off into Nth
Vietnam during Operation Linebacker. If you did hear, I hope it gave you assurance that
your fellow Americans cared for you. God bless you, sir.
Terry Iversen - March 25 at 11:50 PM

