Reynold Lepage "Fritz" Nitsch
July 21, 1919 - August 5, 2019

After a brief illness Reynold Lepage “Fritz” Nitsch, 100, died quietly at his home, Monday,
August 5, 2019.
Fritz was born on July 21, 1919, in Syracuse, NY. After the outbreak of World War II, he
arrived at Camp Croft where his principal assignment was to train soldiers in Morse Code.
It was here in Spartanburg where he met his future wife, Virginia Cox, who predeceased
him in 1996. Grandson of German immigrants, Fritz was the son of Reynold and Jessie
Nitsch of Rochester, NY. His father nicknamed him Fritz from a popular newspaper carton
of the early 1900’s, “The Katzenjammer Kids”, about two recalcitrant boys, Fritz and Hans.
And for the rest of his life, Fritz kept the name. He was predeceased by a brother, Robert,
of Truth or Consequences, NM, and by a sister, Jacqueline Dembitsky of Rochester, NY.
Surviving is one niece in New York.
Fritz served throughout the European campaign arriving there a few weeks after D-day. As
a communications NCO with Patton’s 3rd Army, he traversed Northern France, the
Rhineland, the Ardennes, and Central Europe all the way to Berlin through the
Brandenburg Gate and was the recipient of four Bronze Stars. For all his service time,
Fritz would recall, “I never fired my rifle in anger.” After his discharge in November 1945,
he and Virginia lived briefly in Rochester, NY before returning to Spartanburg.
Upon his return, Fritz went to work for WSPA Radio as an engineer for about 10 years.
Following his time there, his employment took him to the FAA at Spartanburg Downtown
Airport, where he remained until his retirement. However, Fritz is most remembered for the
love and dedication to his hobby of Amateur Radio. Known throughout most of the Upstate
and Western North Carolina as W4NTO, he was the last charter member of the
Spartanburg Amateur Radio Club, which was founded in 1952. Affectionately known as
the “Godfather of Hams in Spartanburg County”, he was known to have tutored and
mentored, as well as given numerous radio tests, to most of the radio operators here. He
was an avid Morse Code enthusiast.

Fritz received many awards and recognitions for his years of devoted service to his
community, and among these are the following: in 1984, the American Red Cross
recognized him with the Clara Barton Award for Meritorious Volunteer Service covering his
more than 30 years of faithful service to the local Red Cross Chapter, during which he
assisted in many local, state, and national disasters; in 1988 the Roanoke Division of the
ARRL awarded him the Vic Clark Award for his lifetime of significant and consistent
contribution to the public through Amateur Radio and the 2011 George Hart Distinguished
Service Award; in 1993, he received two awards from the Sertoma Club for his service to
the Spartanburg community, the Service to Mankind Award from the Uptown Sertoma
Club and in the same year, the Sertoma Battleground District Award.
Visitation will be 10:30-11:45 AM on Wednesday, August 7, 2019, at Floyd’s Greenlawn
Chapel, 2075 E. Main Street, Spartanburg, SC 29307, with funeral services following at
12:00 Noon, conducted by The Rev. Randall Runion. Entombment will be in the
Greenlawn Memorial Gardens Spanish Mausoleum, 1300 Fernwood-Glendale Rd.,
Spartanburg, SC 29307.
Pallbearers will be members of the Spartanburg Amateur Radio Club.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Mobile Meals Service, PO Box 361,
Spartanburg, SC 29304.
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Comments

“

Fritz was always a positive encouraging voice to those coming into the amateur radio
hobby. It has been an honor to know him. Our condolences go to the family.

Ted Button - August 07 at 10:23 AM

“

Memory Eternal. Fritz will be forever remembered for his kind smile and helpful hand.
South Carolina has lost a national treasure.
Mike Tadros, KC9GFU

Mike Tadros - August 06 at 09:18 AM

“

A very wonderful fellow ham radio operator. Fritz always had a smile to share and a
helpful hand to offer. He and his impact on the hobby will be deeply felt and missed.
Cibby Krell
W4CHK

Cibby Krell - August 06 at 03:40 AM

“

Fritz was a long-time friend and co-worker (at both WSPA and with the FAA at the
Spartanburg airport) of my father, Alvin Lanford. I still remember, when both were
attending training at the FAA facility in Oklahoma City, that my father and I visited
Fritz at his hotel - and Fritz had a full rig set up there so not to miss time on the air. I
regret that I will be out of the state and miss the service. Rest In Peace, Fritz.

Herb Lanford - August 05 at 10:10 PM

“

I have known Fritz through the Carolinas Slow Net for many years. When I first got
on the air in 1986, net control would often hear NTO and think I was Fritz, until he
checked in right after me! About 2 years ago, I told my wife and children I wanted to
go to Spartanburg and meet Fritz in person. I will always regret I never made it

happen. Fritz was always a joy on the air, as I am sure he was in person. The
Amateur Radio community has lost a true ham.
Tripp Owens, N4NTO
Tripp Owens - August 05 at 09:25 PM

“

What an honor and privilege it was to have known this fine man. I met him face to
face only once, but his unmistakable fist was well known to me on the air. This world,
and the Amateur Radio world particularly, are poorer for his passing. Rest in peace,
OM, 73 hpe cu agn
Mike, N6MRS

Michael Shreve - August 05 at 09:00 PM

