Michael Lawrence Clements
February 5, 1951 - January 9, 2021

Michael Lawrence Clements, 69, of Spartanburg, died Saturday, January 9, 2021, at his
residence. He was born February 5, 1951 in Owensboro, KY, a son to the late Louis Lee
and Magdalene Payne Clements.
Michael was a Go Kart engine builder.
Surviving is his wife, Kimberly Ann Franchuk Clements; a son, Mike Clements, Jr. (Julie)
of El Paso, TX; a daughter, Johnna Quinn (Shane) of Charleston, SC; grandsons, Tony
Clements (Grace) and Walter Quinn; brothers, David Clements of Gilbert, AZ and Jeff
Clements of Keil, WI; and a sister, Cindy Corcoran of Queen Creek, AZ.
The family requests that flowers be sent to Word of Life Church, 11675 Pratt Ave., El
Paso, TX 79936 for a memorial service on February 5, 2021.
Floyd’s North Church Street Chapel
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Memorial Service
Word of Life Church
11675 Pratt Avenue, El Paso, TX, US

Comments

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Michael Lawrence Clements.

February 07 at 12:02 PM

“

Enjoyed talking with him about places we were at in the late fifties and early sixties . I
was looking forward to more talks I will have that to look to in Heaven if things here
are still important. Prayers to the family

Kenny Cook - February 02 at 05:49 PM

“

Some of you have asked why such an old grainy picture, but there's a story. His son
Mike Clements Jr is an Army & Hospice Chaplain. He picked this picture because
this depicted the age Jesus was when he died on the cross and the way we believe
he looks in heaven. and unfortunately the picture is not of great quality but we love it!
Kim Clements.

Kim Clements - February 01 at 08:08 PM

“

Kimberly purchased the Lily and Rose Tribute Spray for the family of Michael
Lawrence Clements.

Kim Clements - January 30 at 11:17 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Michael Lawrence Clements.

January 25 at 05:17 PM

“

My Tecumseh Buddy Mike! A little more than a year ago I emailed Mike about some
Tecumseh H50 Motorsports info and parts and hit off immediately becoming friends
and talked with him a least once a week sharing stories! Race in Peace Mike, may
god bless you and family!

David McElhannon - January 23 at 05:32 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Michael Lawrence Clements.

January 20 at 08:59 AM

“

What a privilege it has been to be able to look back on a friendship that has spanned
more than FIVE decades! From our time playing together in the bands, to Mike and
his family putting up with us working on our cars in their driveway, to racing my
Ranchero against Mike's 427 Impala, we enjoyed our youth. One of the many
memorable times was when I helped Mike move back to South Carolina the first
time. We loaded up his '61 Chevy wagon, hooked up his car trailer with no brakes,
that had his '55 Chevy race car loaded on it, and headed out of Mesa. 40 hours later
we pulled in to Rock Hill South Carolina. Being young and dumb, we decided that we
would just drive straight through. Because the trailer had no brakes, going down hill
proved very challenging as the trailer would want to fish-tail back and forth. There
were two solutions--either crawl down the hills at 25 MPH or accelerate on the down
grade to keep the trailer from whipping back and forth and then hope we would reach
the next upgrade before we lost control. Which choice do you think two racers would
choose? The Lord decided our time had not yet come and we pulled in safely to our
destination.
Mike and I maintained some contact while he lived back in the South, but distance
and living our individual lives meant we could not share a lot of day to day life. That
situation improved when Mike moved back to Arizona and had developed a thriving
business designing, making and marketing small racing engines and components.
Mike's unceasing creativity and imagination was continually bringing ideas and
innovative parts to the marketplace. That always seemed to keep him one step
ahead of his competitors. I have never known anyone with the creative genius that
Mike had. Nor have I known any with the memory he possessed. These later years in
Arizona meant that I was able to see Mike and Kim more often as Val and I would be
in Arizona for family get togethers or Seton class reunions. I know that Mike loved
those reunions, and he greatly regretted not being able to attend the 50th gathering.
Mike and Kim faced great challenges over the last number of years--IIRC Mike had
SEVENTEEN heart procedures over the years, far more physical battles than any
should have to face.
Mike came to faith in Christ as an adult just as I did--slow learners I guess. Because
of Him, I am confident that our parting now is not "good-bye", but rather "see you
later". I look forward to that day when we will be reunited.
Bill Christoph

Bill Christoph - January 18 at 05:40 PM

“
“

I look forward to all our time together in Glory!
Kim - January 24 at 10:04 PM

Thank you for sharing this... Glory be to God.
Mike - January 28 at 12:54 AM

“

First of all, Kim, be assured of my prayers for your strength, consolation and healing.
It seems to me that when a friend or loved one moves on to the next life and all the
noise and hubbub of everyday existance is left behind, then the essence of who that
person was becomes more clear. What Mike did was cars and guitars; who he was
was a faithful, loving husband to Kim, a good and loving father to his kids and a good
grandpa, a guy with a good work ethic, and a sincere and honest friend. He was
peaceful, humble and funny. He was one of those guys I call a "lifter"...I always went
away feeling a little better after spending some time with him, and his passing is our
[temporary] loss but heaven's gain. I can't wait to get in on that heavenly jam with
him, where we don't even have to think about what we're playing,it just happens, and
none of us will need autotune...the harmony is going to be out of this world. When we
talk about our loved ones "resting in peace", that doesn't mean some kind of Rip Van
Winkle spiritual coma that lasts until the second coming LOL. Instead, it's like the
image of God "resting" on the seventh day after his work of creation. Of course,
those were "God days", and each one was two billion years LOL, but the point is, that
God's "rest" was not some blackout as a result of exhaustion after making sure his
Big Bang project proceded according to schedule. Rather, God "sat back" so to
speak, and looked at all he had done and saw that it was very good. His rest was
one of fulfillment and satisfaction in what he had accomplished, and when our time
comes to cross over, he invites us into that "rest". He looks at all the good things that
we accomplished with his help and says, "I'm pleased with you. Come, enter into my
rest and share my joy." So now that that's clear, Brudda Mike, keep everything tuned
up, and "rest" in peace until we see you again! I love ya man!

Joe Ryan - January 18 at 10:45 AM

“

“

Beautiful Joe, thank you.
Kim - January 24 at 10:03 PM

Mike was quite a guy, a good friend to so many people, an accomplished musician
and an incredible mechanical engineer with a keen sense of humor. We squeezed a
lot of fun out of our teen years. We loved and respected each others families. I will
forever cherish my memories with Mike and will always miss him.

Tom Foster - January 14 at 10:05 PM

“

Mike always loved playing the guitar and racing cars

Kim Clements - January 14 at 04:08 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Amy Brown - January 13 at 06:17 PM

“

Enjoyed talking to him about the old days of racing. From the days in Owensboro to
Tex White

Kenny Cook - January 13 at 02:38 PM

