J. Douglas McClain
August 15, 1926 - July 29, 2020

Jerry Douglas “Doug” McClain, U. S. Army, Ret., 93, of Spartanburg, SC, died
Wednesday, July 29, 2020, at Southpoint Healthcare and Rehabilitation-Greenville, SC.
Born August 15, 1926, in Canton, OH, he was the son of the late Allen and Matilda “Tilly”
Kuhn McClain and husband of the late Peggy Jean Blackwell McClain.
A retired U. S. Army veteran serving in World War II, the Korean War and the Vietnam
War, Master Sergeant McClain was a member of the VFW of Inman, SC. He was very
social but truly stopped to “smell the roses” and was loved by all as he never met a
stranger. He also loved dogs and playing golf.
Survivors include his daughter, Patti Mitchell of Spartanburg, SC; and many nieces,
nephews, great-nieces, and great-nephews. In addition to his parents and wife, he was
predeceased by a granddaughter, Stephanie Faith Jordan; brother, Jack Allen McClain
(Katie); and sister, Betty McClain.
A private graveside service will be conducted in M. J. Dolly Cooper Veterans Cemetery,
140 Inway Dr., Anderson, SC 29621, at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the American Cancer Society, 154 Milestone
Way, Greenville, SC 29615.
Floyd’s North Church Street Chapel

Comments

“

Doug volunteered, and played, at the golf course in Cache, Ok. Always smiling and
joking, he was a pleasure to be around. I'm glad I knew him.

Rand Ozier - August 02, 2020 at 04:29 PM

“

I was honored to know and love Doug. He and my mother-in-law reunited decades
later after both lost their spouses. He was her first love. While he was here in
Oklahoma, he was our family photographer! He will be sorely missed. The last time
we saw him was when he drove cross country from South Carolina to surprise us
here in Oklahoma, even though my mother-in-law had already passed. Loved his
stories and so happy he had such a full and interesting life. God blessed you, Doug.
We love and miss you! Scott and Rhonda Messner

Rhonda Messner - August 02, 2020 at 01:00 AM

“

Patti Mitchell lit a candle in memory of J. Douglas McClain

Patti Mitchell - August 01, 2020 at 08:19 AM

“

Oh gosh where do I begin, my Mom married Doug in 1963. When I got to St. Pete I
will never forget Doug and my Mom showing me my room , he had it covered with
stuffed animals one that stood out was a huge orange dog. He has always welcomed
me as his daughter from day one. I was only 11 years old so he had a lot to deal with
a young girl headed into her teenage years. If I ever got into to trouble I could always
go to Dad Doug because he always was so calm. When my daughter Stephanie was
diagnosed with non Hodgkin lymphoma and we had to go to Charleston for her
transplant they stayed in the apartment close to the hospital for three months by my
side. He got out on the trolleys and made friends with everyone he came in contact
with. He thought there was nothing like his granddaughter Stephanie, so much love
and concerned for her. When she passed In 97 his heart was broken then he lost my
Mom Peggy two years later.
He moved back to Florida and traveled for awhile then was reunited with his love
from his past younger years Carolyn. I was glad that he found love and
companionship, he was able to have a family once more. He and Carolyn came to
visit she was such a sweet lady. They did a lot of traveling and enjoyed life together.
After Carolyn passed he moved back to Spartanburg. When he was living at Pacifica
I would go and have lunch with him and he would sing to the lady’s . I was so glad
that I got to talk to him on the day before he passed and tell him that I love him . I will
always cherish those last words we spoke. He was so glad to hear my voice and to
know that we knew he was in Greenville. He told me to come back and peck on his
window and I told him I was coming that week. I love you Dad Doug , I will miss you
and you will always have a special place in my heart.
Til we meet again in Heaven
RIP my sweet Dad

patti mitchell - July 31, 2020 at 05:14 PM

“

"Uncle Doug" was a unique military man, serving our country during 3 wars; to the
McClains, he was a great jokester and storyteller - with an amazing recollection of
details.
3 years ago, I was privileged to accompany Uncle Doug on an 'Honor Flight' of
Veterans to the war memorials of Washington DC. Another nephew, my brother
Brian, was able to meet Doug in DC that day. Uncle Doug had a grand time, though
he often had tears in his eyes when seeing the memorials of those who died in
battle. When we flew back to the Clearwater airport after a very long day, there were
hundreds and hundreds of cheering people lining the airport promenade area - and it
turned out that there was a lull in Veterans departing the plane before and after
Doug, so he was the sole source of the crowd's attention and accolades for at least
10 minutes-- I couldn't say for sure how many women kissed him, but it was quite a
few!
Condolences to all - May Doug rest in eternal peace.
Nephew Tim McClain

Tim McClain - July 31, 2020 at 04:20 PM

“

8 files added to the tribute wall

Cindy Smith - July 31, 2020 at 02:10 PM

“

BONNIE BLACKWELL lit a candle in memory of J. Douglas McClain

BONNIE BLACKWELL - July 31, 2020 at 01:39 PM

“

Doug McClain, my brother- in- law truly loved his Family and his Country. He was happy to
attend any event and he always made it so much fun. He was smart, physically fit, and with
some health problems, but very rarely complained about anything. Patti, Cindy and I would
take him out to eat and he always wore a Veterans' hat. People would often thank him for
his service. I would always be amazed how happy he was when he was able to see his
friends, or family. So sorry for your loss of the Dad that meant so much to you Patti. Going
to miss you Doug. Rest in Peace. Love, Bonnie
BONNIE BLACKWELL - July 31, 2020 at 03:34 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Greg McClain Family - July 31, 2020 at 11:42 AM

“

5 files added to the tribute wall

Greg McClain Family - July 31, 2020 at 07:24 AM

“

5 files added to the tribute wall

Greg McClain Family - July 31, 2020 at 07:20 AM

“

Uncle Doug was a great American! He served his country through 3 war eras! I
remember when living in St. Pete he was working out of MacDill AFB, but I didn't
know the responsibility he had, but remember him speaking of delivering important
papers with handcuffed briefcase. He was a great story teller with attention to details.
His HEHEHE laugh was genuine and infectious. His home in St Pete or Inman was
always open and we were warmly welcomed. He cherished family as evidenced with
his love for Peggy, Patti, Stephanie, Marshall, The McClain's, Carolyn & family.
He loved golf (working driving ranges so he could work on his swing!) and I think he
visited Derby Lane & Sarasota dog tracks!. He enjoyed fishing & boating with his
nephews and great nephews. We caught a 15lb Kingfish off St Pete Beach and as he
said "what a Whopper"
Our lives are better because of the traits and love Doug shared with us.
Prayers and support for all family & friends of our family American Hero
Mr. Jerry Douglas McClain, US Army

Greg McClain Family, St Pete, Fl - July 31, 2020 at 07:09 AM

“

We were so fortunate to have my Dad’s little brother be an active part of the
McClains. Uncle Doug had an amazing super-power; he could recall amazing details
about personal interactions with such clarity, that as he shared you were transported
with him to that day.
Doug was sensitive, perceptive, and did not speak harshly of anyone. Such a person
is even more difficult to find for a role model in today’s world.
He has imprinted his mark on us, and it’s our turn to share him in ours.

Mike McClain - July 30, 2020 at 09:51 PM

“

Sorry for your loss, One of our true heroes For America.
Praying for his family.
Russell & Diane Smith

diane smith - July 30, 2020 at 07:42 PM

“

Uncle Doug will be miss by many friends and family. He became my Uncle when I
was 3 years old. I sure enjoyed all the wonderful times I had with him Aunt Peggy
and Patti. Even the vacation we had in Florida at their house because Patti made me
a marshmallow cake. He loved life and he always said how Blessed he was even in
the hard times he would say, I’m Blessed.
We love you and we will miss you
Til we meet again in Heaven
Love Cindy and Rusty Smith
So glad I got to see him last Saturday, I will forever remember that smile he gave me
and Patti

Cindy smith - July 30, 2020 at 06:59 PM

