Dwight Pemberton
March 29, 1943 - January 19, 2019

Dwight Morrison Pemberton, 75, died Saturday, January 19, 2019 at his home. Born
March 29, 1943 in Fredericksburg, VA, he was the son of the late Alonzo Raleigh and
Frances Johnson Pemberton. He married Sandra Leigh Cowan in 1966.
Dwight’s life divided itself into five stages, in his own opinion.
The first stage was growing up on the family farm in Spotsylvania County, VA. Dwight
loved working the soil and early on learned carpentry skills while helping build a Methodist
church. He was an Eagle Scout.
The second stage of Dwight’s life was his education and military service. He graduated
from Virginia Tech University and earned a master’s degree from North Carolina State
University. He spent six years in the Virginia National Guard.
The third stage of Dwight’s life was full of activity. He had married Sandra in 1966. Their
sons were born in 1971 and 1975 in Raleigh, NC and Martinsville, VA. He began his
career as a county agent in adult farm work and worked for the Virginia Extension Service
from 1964 to 1972.
From 1972 until 2000, he was in textile management, primarily for Panill Knitting Company
in Martinsville, VA. The couple moved to Spartanburg in 1989 when Dwight was employed
by United Cloth Co. Dwight retired in 1997 and was ready to take up a different sort of
work.
The fourth stage of Dwight’s life was his volunteer work from 1997 to 2011. He was an
enthusiastic and effective worker on 18 houses for Habitat for Humanity and worked in the
Habitat ReStore. He did the building maintenance for St. Luke’s Free Medical Clinic and
construction for Young Life camps in Georgia.
With First Presbyterian, he made several mission trips to the Dominican Republic to work

on construction projects there. He also served the church as an elder.
Then in 2011, Dwight entered the fifth and final phase of his life. He was diagnosed with
pulmonary fibrosis and needed a lung transplant to live. His quiet, but resolute will and
cheerful preparation for the transplant at Duke University Hospital brought him a new lung
at Thanksgiving of 2011. Dwight and Sandra spent 7 ½ months at Duke. Dwight used that
time to share his faith with others awaiting transplants or learning to live with new lungs.
Despite reaching his five-year survival anniversary, his lung function gradually began to
fail. Dwight’s deep and abiding faith did not fail him.
In addition to his wife of 52 years, Dwight is survived by two sons, Brandon Johnson
Pemberton of Seattle, WA and Russell Cowan Pemberton (Britta) of New Canaan, CT;
three grandchildren, Lily, 12 of Seattle and Teddy, 8, and Hess, 5 of New Canaan; a
brother, Daniel Pemberton (Helen) and a niece, Donna Jones, all of Fredericksburg.
A memorial service will be 2:00 PM Wednesday, January 23, 2019 at First Presbyterian
Church, conducted by The Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Evans and The Rev. Joanne Hull.
Visitation will follow in the Perrin Room. Committal into the Church Columbarium will be
private.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to First Presbyterian Church, 393 East Main
Street, Spartanburg, SC 29302; Mobile Meals of Spartanburg, PO Box 461, Spartanburg,
SC 29304, or to Habitat for Humanity of Spartanburg, 2270 S. Pine Street, Spartanburg,
SC 29302.
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Comments

“

I met Dwight at First Presbyterian when our church was building a house a year for
Habitat. He was one of the most faithful and dedicated workers we had and I
considered him a great friend. He is definitely one of those rare individuals who has
left this world a much better place than it would have otherwise been. Those who
know him best will miss him terribly, but will cherish the great memories. If there is a
God in heaven, then surely Dwight is there now helping build or repair something!
Tom Davis

Tom Davis - January 23, 2019 at 11:36 AM

“

In July of 1975 fresh out of college looking for my first real job I interviewed with
Pannill Knitting Company. Pannill offered me my first job at a salary of $775 per
month and Dwight signed my offer letter. Dwight and Sandy opened their home to me
on several occasions and had me over for dinner several times. I will never forget
their friendship and how welcomed they made me feel. I worked with Dwight for
many years at Pannill until he left the company for South Carolina. My family and his
exchanged Christmas cards for many years that followed. I remember fondly he took
me into the kid’s bedroom after dinner on one of my first visits and showing me the
kids fast asleep in their beds. I could see how proud he was of his family. He was a
good friend and a great role model. Sandy…kiss the kids and tuck them in……
Jack Lyerly

Jack Lyerly - January 22, 2019 at 09:15 PM

“

Dear Sandra and family,
Gene and I were so sorry to hear about Dwight! We did not know that he had gotten
worse! We are also sorry that we wont be able to see you tomorrow as we have had
a death in the family and his service is at the same time tomorrow! Our thoughts and
prayers are with all of you during this time! Priscilla and Gene

Priscilla Sheppard - January 22, 2019 at 04:58 PM

“

Dear Sandy, Brandon, and Rusty,
Smith and I are so sorry about your loss of Dwight. We have fond memories of you
all as our next-door neighbors on Hazelwood Lane. My mother, Doris, who has been
gone since 2014, was particularly fond of you all, too, and we've missed you at First

Presbyterian Martinsville since you moved to South Carolina. We're keeping you and
all the family in our thoughts and prayers. May God give you comfort and peace.
With deepest sympathy,
Gael
__________________
Gael Marshall Chaney
Smith Mountain Lake, Virginia
Gael Chaney - January 22, 2019 at 01:47 PM

“

Dwight was good friend and good man. He helped me a lot when he lived in
Martinsville. We missed him and his family a lot after he moved away, but I cherish
those memories. Hesta Anderon

Hesta Anderson - January 22, 2019 at 08:03 AM

“

Dwight Pemberton was a very honorable man and a great father. I was really good
friends with one of his sons during high school. My parents worked with him at
Pannill. We all send our collective condolences to the family during this difficult time.
Prayers and love and wishes of comfort for his family and friends. Wishing everyone
peace ... With love, Kim Cressell & Family

Kim Cressell - January 21, 2019 at 09:11 PM

“

Met Dwight in 1984 when hired as a security guard for Pannill's. Prays to his family
as you celebrate a life well lived. Randy Collins

Randy W Collins - January 21, 2019 at 01:31 PM

“

I always considered Dwight a close friend. I had a lot of friends, but none whom I
admired more. He had a deep faith in God, and spent so much of his time helping
people who needed it. He left a deep legacy to his wonderful family and all who knew
him. I know my life was better for having had him as a friend. We had a lot of good
times together and I will never forget this giant of a man. Bob Albanese

Bob Albanese - January 21, 2019 at 11:33 AM

“

Sandy and Family, I am so sorry to her of Dwight's passing our thoughts and prayers
are with you. David and Julie Gatewood Fredericksburg Va.

David R.Gatewood - January 21, 2019 at 08:00 AM

“

Dwight will be greatly missed. He was loved by all who knew him. John and Susan
Worthen

Susan Worthen - January 20, 2019 at 03:51 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to Sandra and the rest of the family.

Fran Bagwell - January 20, 2019 at 03:20 PM

“

Sandy, my deepest sympathy to you and the family. I worked at Pannill's. And remember
y'all having a get together at your home. I admired Dwight so much and the kindness when
our son, Scott Boyd was killed. Dwight's integrity and goodness shown through in
everything he did. I know your loss is great! Heaven rejoices,. Sharon Boyd Napier
Sharon Boyd Napier - January 22, 2019 at 02:27 PM

