Alfred "Alf" C. McGinnis Sr.
August 30, 1930 - September 18, 2019

Alfred C. McGinnis Sr., 89, of Duncan, SC, passed away on Wednesday, September 18,
2019, at his home. Born August 30, 1930, he was the son of the late James Everett and
Florence Collins McGinnis of Knoxville, TN. He is survived by his wife of 68 years, Mary
Potter McGinnis of Duncan, SC.
Also surviving are his sons, Alf McGinnis Jr. of Duncan, SC, Carson (Joan) McGinnis of
Spartanburg, SC, and Maxie (Renee) McGinnis of Independence, MO; daughter, Alison
(Tommy) Merck of Duncan, SC; grandchildren, Matthew Carson (Lauren) McGinnis of
Sorrento, FL, Kelly (Tim) Barnes of Minot, ND, Natalie (Alex) Schreiber of King George,
VA, Spencer (Christy) Merck of Greer, SC; great-grandchildren, Caroline and Liam Carson
McGinnis, Jacob, Savannah, and Paityn Barnes, Audrey and Alex Schreiber, and baby-tobe Merck arriving March 2020. In addition to his parents, he was predeceased by his
sisters and brother, Iva, Ethyl, Betty, and Jay of Knoxville, TN.
Alf accomplished a lot in life. As a teenager, he asked Jesus Christ into his life. While at
Rule High in Knoxville, TN, he was the football captain and was a member of the U. S.
Marine Reserves and went on to serve active duty as a U. S. Marine for two years.
Alf was a graduate of Wofford College where he was captain of the football team for two
years and was a member of R.O.T.C. and the SC National Guard where he retired in 1991
as Brigadier General. He was a football coach in Andrews, SC, Spartanburg High, and
assistant coach at J. F. Byrnes High while he finished earning his Master’s Degree at
Furman University. He also served as the principal in Lakeview, SC as well as James F.
Byrnes High from 1966 until retirement in 1985.
With the help of the good people of School District 5 and House District 36, especially
many of the dedicated staff and faculty at Byrnes High, he was elected to the SC House of
Representatives in 1986 where he served three terms, then retired so he could spend
more time with family, play golf, and fulfill a lifelong dream of world travel with Mary.

Alf bravely dealt with Parkinson’s disease the last decade of his life.
His family believes one of his greatest achievements as Representative were sidewalks
from I-85 to Danzler Road connecting Duncan and Lyman. When Highway 290 was
widened, sidewalks were not in the original plans. Alf pressed until it was agreed to
include the sidewalks.
Alf was a member of several churches as he made career changes. When he became
homebound, he loved the Encouraging Word broadcast with First Baptist Spartanburg.
He received many awards, among them, “The Order of the Palmetto”, presented by
Governor Carrol Campbell in 1992.
Alf asked for a private family burial with Chaplin Sandra Smith.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Duncan Fire Department, 230 School Street,
Duncan, SC 29334; Duncan Police Department, PO Drawer 188, Duncan, SC 29334; or
Wofford College Terrier Club in honor of “Alf” Sr., Wofford Athletic Department, 429 North
Church Street, Spartanburg, SC 29303.
A special thanks to Providence Care, Spartanburg, SC staff, especially Chaplin Sandra as
well as nurses, Cassy and Patty.
Messages and condolences may be sent to The McGinnis Family, PO Box 204, Duncan,
SC 29334.
The family will be at their respective homes.
Ecclesiastes 3:2-8
Floyd’s North Church Street Chapel

Comments

“

Mary,
So sorry for the loss of your dear "Alf", what a fine man to know. I have so many
good memories of mine and your friendship many years ago, especially the good
Bible studies we had at your house. May God give you comfort and peace.My
prayers go with you.
Love,
Mary Alice Shillingburg

Dennis Shillingburg - September 28 at 09:19 PM

“

Allison my thoughts and prayers are with you and your family at this difficult time.

Kathy Johnson - September 25 at 09:19 AM

“

What a kind-hearted man Alf McGinnis was. He always had kind words for me and
made sure my illness was under control. He personally walked with me to the nurses'
office on many occasions. We were Blessed to have him as an example of God and
Principal to the students. Praying for the family. What a Legacy he left to us all.

Suzanne Turner Johnson - September 22 at 03:29 PM

“

I'm sorry to hear of the passing of Mr. McGinnins. I knew Mr. McGinnis when he was
a principal at JamesF Brynes High School. I will keep you and the family in my
thoughts and prayers.Doris Gilbert from Startex

Doris McCombs - September 22 at 07:01 AM

“

A life well lived. Thank you for your grace and kindness best shown when it was the
least deserved. Prayers for his family.
Dr. Kim and Mrs Kim Strong

kim strong - September 21 at 09:10 PM

“

I truly admired and looked up to Mr, McGinnis. He was always fair and honest which
made him respected by so many BHS students, He had a great capacity to tolerate
knuckleheads like me with patients. We need more people in this world like him.

Rocky Pollard - September 21 at 08:04 PM

“

Mary and family I am so sorry for you loss I think of Alf as a great man and a friend of
mine while I was at Duncan My kids call him uncle Alf

Eddie Bright - September 21 at 12:01 PM

“

I have such fond memories of Mr. McGinnis. He worked with my dad, Marshall
Rampey, and he along with Mr. Schofield and Mr. McJimpsey were, to me, the best
principal we had at Byrnes. I send my love and prayers for you in the coming days.
What a special man he was to us all!!
Much love to you,
Martha Rampey

Martha Ruth Rampey - September 21 at 11:28 AM

“

So sorry to hear the news about Mr McGinnis. I know the community is mourning
because he was an extraordinary man He meant the world to Jim and Kathy and our
whole family and they spoke of him quite often. Thinking of you all during this time.

Theresa Johnson - September 21 at 11:10 AM

“

Garden Accent Stone - 'If love could have saved you' was purchased for the family of
Alfred "Alf" C. McGinnis Sr..

September 20 at 11:58 PM

“

One of greatest men I ever knew

Thurman Blackwell - September 20 at 10:14 PM

“

So saddened to hear about Mr. Mcginnis' passing. I always highly respected him. Not
only was he my principal at Byrnes (class of 80), he was my battalion commander
when I was in the National Guard. I was honored to have him swear me into the
armed forces. My deepest condolences to Allison and Alf.... Rest in peace Sir.

Roger Miller - September 20 at 09:08 PM

“

Prayers for the family. He was my principal from 1984 to 1985. I am forever thankful
for the positive structured atmosphere Byrnes High School offered.

Karen Shuler - September 20 at 08:57 PM

“

Uncle Alfred was dear to my heart. I enjoyed my last visit with him. We had some
personal talk and fun discussions. I've always admired him from childhood through
my years. My heart goes out to his wife and children.May he rest in peace.

Judy Kerr - September 20 at 08:54 PM

“

Mr. Mcginnis was my principal while I was at Byrnes high, I graduated in 1977. He
was a good and kind man.

Lisa Sanders - September 20 at 07:45 PM

“

A wonderful leader, admirable man, sincere friend and authentic Christian, Mr.
McGinnis was a great person to observe as a role model. My sincere sympathies to
his entire family. RIP Mr. McGinnis, you earned it!

Bruce Boiter - September 20 at 07:33 PM

“

I would say one of the greatest Principals I personally had the honor of being a
student under from 1970-1973. Alf always spoke a positive word to me. Help me
during some rough times as a student. I pray that God will wrap Hus mighty gentle
arms around his family during this time.

Billy Gowan - September 20 at 07:02 PM

“

Mr McGinnis was my Principle while I was at Byrnes when I graduated in 1975. He
was a wonderful man and the fairest principle I have known. My sincere condolences
to the family! May he Rest In Peace.
Graham Leonard Stevens

Graham Leonard Stevens - September 20 at 06:35 PM

“

Ron and I send our sincere sympathy and prayers to Mary and each of you. Alf was
a special servant and we loved and appreciated him. Because We Care, Rita and
Ron Allison

Rota Allison - September 20 at 05:56 PM

“

Alf McGinnis was my Pawpaw. I have so many memories that I will hold close to my
heart. I can still hear him calling me "Dollbaby." Pawpaw was wise, honest, humble
and kind. He was my hero, no one in my life can compare. One of my favorite
memories were the times we spent playing chess when I would visit for the summer. I
will treasure them always. All of my love to the McGinnis family.

Kelly Barnes - September 20 at 11:43 AM

